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the country, and thoroughly annoy the more conservative
missioners and their wives.
The majority of priests in Papua are French, and in
New Guinea, German. The Germans have a very strong
leaning towards helping the shipping lines that come out
from Germany to trade their copra. The Protestants of
Papua, when they see the Catholic missioners about to
open up in their district, invariably tell the native Head
Hunters that these people are Germans. This is considered
across the border in Papua to be the most terrible thing
in the world, since all through the Great War it was made
a point to explain to the natives that Germans were the
enemies of mankind.
In spite of that, however, the Catholics, who in Papua
are French and Australian and in no case German, are
able to do a wonderful work. They are spreading into the
interior by aeroplane and on foot, and their schools are
carried on in the most mosquito-ridden areas with an
enthusiasm and a sacrifice that is greatly respected by
managers of local estates and natives and whites alike.
In New Guinea, the German Catholic missions are
finding it extremely difficult to get money, but the Vatican
has recently come to a rather complicated arrangement
with Germany in regard to the export of funds. If you are
a German living in Germany you are now not able to
export marks. You may still, however, want to subscribe
to the New Guinea and other mission fields. You there-
fore send your money to a central fund in Berlin. At the
same time there are balances of trade between Germany
and Italy, which the Germans and Italians wish to pay off
without exporting their cash, and so this money is put to
the credit of the Italians. They in return use it for trading